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WITH AN EYE TO ART, A
HUSBAND AND WIFE GET
A FRESH START AS EMPTY
NESTERS IN A LIGHT AND
AIRY HOME THAT BRIDGES
OLD AND NEW.
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implicity is often the key to good design, and

that certainly is true of this refreshing riverfront

residence. The streamlined stucco fagade,

with its matching white concrete tile rocf, set

off by palm trees, tropical climbers and textural
shrubs, flows seamlessly into airy interiors basking in natural
light frem generous mullioned windows and doors, The
classically modern architecture provides a clean canvas
that caters to the owners’ love of art, antiques, music, books
and plants, as well as their desire to maximize on-site views
of the Indian River Lagoon. “"The wife is very artistic,” says
designer Ashley Olivia Waddell, who with her sister, Courtney
'Bryan Whatley, fashioned interiors with materials that are
honest and furnishings that spell comfort. “A very eclectic
art collection was gathered from galleries, Europe, some
of her own paintings and framed children’s art.”

The design team’s challenge: Take the familiar, hit the
refresh button, and mix it up with modem pieces that allow
everything to breathe in an essentially open plan that
embraces living, dining and kitchen areas. "They wanted a
style that was minimal yet traditional at the same time,” says
architect Peter 0. Moor of the couple, empty nesters with two
grown sons. " The architecture responds to some features
of the climate, as well—hip roofs, good to deflect the wind,
and storm shutters mounted on poured-concrete sills. It's
mostly a concrete shell, with not much wood trim, and has
large industrial steel sash windows with divided mullions. But
it also features a bit of swag that cement allows, like flaring.”
Working with project architect Austin Dingwall and builder
Phil Barth helped Moor achieve what he set out to do.

Hawving collaborated on remodels with the designers
and architect in the past, the couple wanted to rethink
the from-scratch floor plan for this new build, and they
realized how little space they actually needed. "They felt
they could live in one room with space and light,” says

“They wanted
a style that was

minimal yet
traditional at
e same time.”

-PETER D. MOOR

Moor, “enjoying their art while eating, watching telewvision,
or sitting by the fire in a communal space that didn't need
to be formal” Therefore, the core living space is compact
linked to a master suite, garage and laundry room by a
foyer/gallery and separated by a breezeway from the office,
lirary {actually an acoustically isolated piano room with a
giant heavy door wide enough to wheel the piano into the
larger space for entertaining) and guest bedrooms above.

A focal point of slatted whitewashed white cak anchors
a wall in the living area cn one side and kitchen cabinetry
on the other; plus, easy-maintenance stained-concrete
flooring lends a relaxed attitude. Wanting the house to
ook collected, not decorated, the designers had a sofa
from the previous home reupholstered in a breezy white
linen, slipcovered-style, to complement a pair of new cozy
swivel chairs in the main living area; golden accents, seen
in gilded sconces and gold frames, add sheen and warm
energy. Mew light fixtures are modern, sometimes playful.
And butteny vellow pillows and a like-minded rug inject
welcome color splashes. "But so nothing gets too glaring
or precious, we added greens and grays to calm,” Waddell
says. & custom tufted velvet ottoman in a pale aqua, for
example, dresses up the room, while a weathered French
gray coffee table offers a quiet, streamlined counterpoint.

The luxury of multiple views inspired an outside-in
conversation. "The wife's dream house needed to have
windows everywhere,” says Whatley. "The river is the main
event, so furnishings are not overpowering.” Two sets
of windows open to courtyards, and "they themselves
become paintings,” Moor says. "There probably are
two schools of thought about bringing nature into your
house. One is to line a house with plantings, the other is
to take fragments of building and wrap around fragments
of nature—the transition zone is where the two are talking.
Courtyards are such a great way to do that”

Cne of these courtyards is an L-shaped garden that wraps
around the entry/gallery and master bedroom almost like
an atrium, says Sam Comer, who designed the landscape
in collaboration with Moor "Flantings are sculptural, more
artistic: Christmas palms in staggered heights, with a mix
of gravel and shell as ground cover, cardboard palm plants,
bougainvillea and fragrant confederate jasmine. | like to
keep it simple—plant palettes painted with a relatively broad
brush.” Mature appears in the interiors, as well, with the only
pattern stemming from artwork and fabrics in watercolor
florals and abstract prints. And the design concept is fluid.
On a gallery wall in the dining area, “we left her space,”
says Waddell, “so if she purchases more ar, it can move
up and wrap over the entry”

A his-and-hers master bath, with a shower in the middle,
reinforces the wife's desire for simplicity. "The shower is
made of stucce, no joints,” says Moor. "Cabinetry is made
of painted white planks, with crema marfil countertops and
four big pieces of marble on the floor. She doesn't like
when design gets fussy.” And with a whisper of luury, the
team accomplished just that. “It's not stuffy; it's inviting,”
says Whatley. "Your home is your sanctuary. It's where you
urwind. You want it to be peaceful and happy” 12

A breezaway separates the
main hame from the wife's
studio and & librany, as well
&3 guest bedroams on the
second level. Bougainvillea
adds 8 pop of coler and
softens the edges of the
entry, topped by a treliged
roof thet reduces the glare
of sun. The view through
twi sets of doarways and
peyond the pool area is to
the Indian River Lagoon.
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Sculptural lamps from Dira perch near a gallery
wall in the dining reem. The mangoes painting
{center) is by artist Deborah Gooch the leaning
portrait, by Edgar Baum, depicts the hushand as
& young man. The owners’ table was refinished
by Steph's Woodwerking in Benjamin Moare's
Sea Haze and anchors Eames side chairs from

Design Within Reach and Oly host chairs. A
Grand Lotus chandelier by Currey & Company
adds & touch of glamaour to the foyer beyand,
whose Kolbe windows, installed by Central
Windaw of Viero Beach, allow in natural light.




Above: Thomas OFBrien pendants for
Visual Comfort & Co. suspend in the
kitchen, where Florida Country Tile
installed countertops made of marbile
and Cambwia's Cuddington quastz.
Jessica Ch * countes stools wear
Edelman r shagreen. Cabinetry
by Shaver Millwork dors Rocky
Mountain Hardware pulls.

Right: Callie, the family’s yelow
Labrador retriever, nesties into a
comfy sefa, reuph d ina JF
Fabrics textile by Lauraiee Furniture.
A pillow printed i a Jim Thamgsan
contemporany exotic floral from Jesry
Pair and & peex of the gold silk rug
from ABC Carpet & Home add color.

Opposite: The home is et within
a lush, trepical landscape. An allée
of stately ¥-foat palm trees frames
the front courtyard, while & mix of
beugainvilea and white jasm
a masonry feuntain. The con tie
reaf by 1A Taylor Roofing peeks
threwah the verdant greeneny.
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& S-oot-deep eave, supported by
simple concrete brackels, shades
the south terrace overlooking
the pool built by & & G Concrete
Poolks. Sabal palms, which keep
wiews unabstructed, are planted
an a grassy area that expands
entertaining options. French doors
oy Hope's 'Windows were installed
oy Windowblan of Sauth Florida.



Vaughan's perforated-metal fixture

Trom John Rosselli & Assaciates 4 3

diffuses light in the galleny leading 1o -1‘&

tr'!e master bedroom, lamps ane by Arternide wal lamps flank an antoued-polined-stes bed from 541 Desigre inDallas. A custem sofa at the
WVisual Comifort & Co. A vintage Oriental I:// foot sports Perennials outdoor fabeic, accentad with sbatract pilloves in fabric by Romo's Black Bdition. Olay

and wood nudes sit on avintage painted chast from M Maison. A Kravel rug grounds the space.

rug rests on polished-conerete loaring
thanks to Mu-Crete Surgeons and
sreme Polishing Systerms. In the entry
haliway beyend, an antigee Venatian
mirror adds & sparkling nete o a 199
century English chest that was a gift
Trom the wife's mother,

“I love that the design is casual
but has an elegance to it.”

-ASHLEY OLIVIA WADDELL




